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December 18, 2020

The Honorable Frank Pallone

Chair

House Energy & Commerce Committee
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C.20515

Dear Chair Pallone:

| request your immediate attention to the decision by the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) to withhold distribution of a large percentage of COVID-19 vaccine doses.
These vaccines must be distributed expeditiously and HHS must be transparent in its decision
making. | ask you to use your position as Chair to demand immediate answers from HHS
leadership on cuts to vaccine distribution.

HHS has told states it will withhold up to 40 percent of initial vaccine doses, despite Pfizer’s
clarification there is no delay in vaccine production. For Washington state, the next allocation
will be 44,850 doses, instead of the expected 74,100. Curtailing vaccine distribution puts more
health care workers, first responders and other high-risk populations at risk of exposure to the
virus. Contradictory statements undermine an already challenging public health campaign that
requires close coordination among partners.

Thank you for your attention to my request and your continued leadership in protecting

Americans’ health.

Sincerely,
Y
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Rick Larsen

Member of Congress
Washington State, 2" District



